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PLAGIARISM, PLA} juh rihz unm, is the aci of 
senting another person’s literary or artistic worl: aso 
own. For example, a student who copies from refer 


books has-eommitted plagiarism. werk needy 
identical to the original to be a plagiarism. But itm 
be so similar that it has obviously been copied. 

The copyright laws of many nations make plagia 
and other unauthorized copying a crime punishable 
fine or imprisonment. In addition, the creator ¢' 
copyrighted work may sue anyone who plagiarize 
High schools and colleges prohibit plagiarism, an 
student who plagiarizes may be expelled. 

Plagiarism does not include the adoption of char 
ter types, general plots, or other ideas from existy 
works. Nearly all writers and artists do such borrow 
but they express the ideas in new ways. The 
English playwright William Shakespeare took most 
his plots from published historical and literary wot 
But he transformed the borrowed materials into woi 
that were uniquely his own. 

Plagiarism also does not normally include the co 
ing allowed under the fair use principle of the copytt 
law. This principle permits limited reproduction of? 
other person’s work without permission for such p 
poses as teaching, research, news reporting, or critic 
In most cases, the author of the original work should 
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